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In a recent Catholic Christian Outreach (CCO) webinar, founder André Regnier (upper left) asked the question, “Can
Churches recover from COVID-19”? He was joined by Father John Parks, episcopal vicar  of Evangelization for the Diocese
of Phoenix in the United States, and Father Simon Lobo, CC pastor of St. Benedict Parish in Halifax. Story page 3. (YouTube
video photo)

VANCOUVER — Sister Marie Zarowny,
president of the Sisters of St. Ann, said the
sisters will “collaborate in finding the truth”
at residential schools. The sisters taught at a
handful of residential schools, including in
Kamloops from 1890 to 1970. Story page 13.
(Sisters of St. Ann photo)

ASUNCION, Paraguay — Pope Francis greets an elderly woman as he meets
with people in Asuncion, Paraguay, in this July 12, 2015, file photo. The
pope has started a new observance called World Day for Grandparents and
the Elderly, to be celebrated for the first time July 25, 2021. Story page 11.
(CNS photo/Paul Haring)
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Saint John Paul II Parish offers Mass of Healing
By NATASHA MAZEROLLE
Correspondent

OROMOCTO — On National Indigenous
Peoples Day (June 21), St. John Paul II Par-
ish in Oromocto invited parishioners to at-
tend a special Mass of Healing for the living
and peaceful repose of the souls of the 215
deceased children.

“The community of St. John Paul II Parish
gathered at St. Vincent de Paul church on June
21, 2021, to celebrate National Indigenous
Peoples Day,” parishioner Peggy Dunne said.
“In our minds and hearts a sadness settled
over the day with the news of the 215 un-
marked graves of children at the site of the
former Residential School in Kamloops, B.C.”

“We can imagine how the parents of these
children felt, having their children taken away
from them and sent to the residential school,”
Father Charles Udeh, pastor of Saint John Paul
II Parish, said as he addressed parishioners
in his homily. “Dear friends, the onus lies on
us who are still alive today to make effort to
do better. To promote healing, through prayer
and our individual attitudes.”

“We cannot know the terrible pain and the
emotions that this news brings to our Indig-
enous neighbours when they remember the
many innocent children who suffered so
greatly. As a mother, it is unimaginable for
me to think about having my children taken
away from me, horribly mistreated and even
worse, never returned to me,” Ms. Dunne
said. “My hope is that we can help them by
listening to their heartbreaking stories and
praying for healing and reconciliation for In-

digenous families and especially for the sur-
vivors of this very dark period in our his-
tory.”

Recalling the teaching of St. Thomas
Aquinas that God is the ultimate end, the ulti-
mate good, the summum bonum, Fr. Udeh
insisted that efforts towards reconciliation
must be rooted in him.

“Any conceptual good human beings strive
to attend or achieve outside God will over
time metamorphosize into pain and misery in
our human society, and that is what we are
suffering now,” he said. “If mankind would
conscientiously relate to one another as God
relates to us, then our world would be like
the heaven all of us are striving to attain. Our
ideal peace, equality, dignity, respect, happi-
ness and all other things are to be found in the
love of God. And this love of God is exempli-
fied in the love of our neighbour as we love
ourselves, that is the way Jesus Christ lived.”

Fr. Udeh ended his homily with a prayer
and a plea.

“Dear friends, as we pray for the happy
repose of these children who died in the resi-
dential schools, our thoughts are with all those
who are heartbroken, especially all of the fami-
lies, the communities and individuals affected
in any way by this recent discovery. We who
are still alive need to correct the anomalies of
the colonial era. We need to repent for any
attitudes or threats of oppression in our deal-
ings with fellow humans.”

Natasha Mazerolle is a correspondent for
The New Freeman. She can be reached at
natasha@maz-family.com. §

OROMOCTO — Father Charles Udeh, pastor of St. John Paul II Parish in Oromocto
addresses parishioners during a Mass of Healing on June 21, National Indigenous
Peoples Day. (Natasha Mazerolle photo)
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Webinars help parishes prepare for life after Covid
By NATASHA MAZEROLLE
Correspondent

In a recent Catholic Christian Outreach
(CCO) webinar, founder André Regnier asked
the question, “Can Churches recover from
COVID-19”?

Over the past year Bishop Christian
Riesbeck, CC of the Diocese of Saint John,
has participated in numerous webinars from
reliable and faith-filled ministries (including
Parish Catalyst, Divine Renovation,
UEvangelize and CCO) sharing wisdom he
has gleaned with parishes and his pastors in
an attempt to provide practical tools that make
the answer to this question a resounding yes,
but with a catch: Parishes must be willing to
seize the opportunity the Lord has provided
and return to their missionary roots.

CCO’s Coming Home Webinar Series fea-
tured two guest speakers, including Father
Simon Lobo, a fellow Companion of the Cross
[CC] —the order in which Bishop Riesbeck
was ordained — pastor of St. Benedict Par-
ish in Halifax. Fr. Lobo encouraged listeners
to move beyond the question of how to get
people back into churches by really consid-
ering our motivation.  “It’s not just that I want
people to come back to church, I want peo-
ple to be in relationship with Jesus,” he said.

“Disciples will hunger for the Eucharist,
people who are in relationship with Jesus want
to come back.  That’s got to be our number
one reason,” he said.

“Our motivation is not to fill our churches,
but the people themselves because they mat-
ter,” Mr. Regnier emphasized.

Father John Parks, episcopal vicar for Evan-
gelization for the Diocese of Phoenix in the
United States, joined Mr. Regnier and Fr.
Lobo. He said that the pandemic revealed that
the Eucharist was not the centre of our life.

“In the early church people would risk life
and limb to receive the Eucharist, ‘without
Sunday we could not live’,” he said. “If you
know who Jesus is, you will love the mass.
Our hearts were not there, and we need to go
get them.”

Mr. Regnier noted that a lack of commu-
nity may also contribute to a decreased de-
sire to return to mass. “People may not have
missed community. [During the lockdown]
they can choose which pastor they want to
listen to, drive to church and receive the
Eucharist in their car with their family,” he
said. This prompted him to conclude that,
“maybe our community was not what it should
be. Do I encounter the living God through
the liturgy?”

Rather than fo-
cusing on num-
bers, which he
called the circle
of concern, Fr.
Parks encour-
aged people to
instead concen-
trate on their cir-
cle of influence.
“We would be
shocked at the
level of influence
we have if we
just focused on
our circle of in-

fluence,” he said. “What should our response
be to getting people back? Holy Spirit, how
are you inviting me to expand the Church for
your glory? From there it’s a relational re-
sponse. Who do we know that we can invite
back, to have a relationship with?”

In response to whether it was more impor-
tant to feed the 99 or go after the 1 — a meta-
phor for how the Good Shepherd leaves his
sheep to go in search for the lost one — Fr.
Lobo said, “my desire is to always cast the
net wide, because you’ll bring along those
who are far from God, and also others who
are close to him that will come along with
you,” he said.

Saying that the question “How do we bring
people back” is the wrong question, Fr. Lobo
challenged listeners to instead ask how we
reach people for Jesus. “I wonder if the strat-
egy is not that different for both. We just want
to be parishes that are set up to reach people
for Jesus, period,” he said. “Don’t exhaust
ourselves trying to reach the people who
haven’t returned, we’re just going to try and
reach people for God.”

“For the Church to be fully alive, it doesn’t
have categories,” Mr. Regnier said. “Renewal
happens organically, we can’t be separated.
Evangelize everyone, reach people for Jesus!”

Noting that the Church is meant to be mis-
sionary, Fr. Parks stressed the importance of
teaching others how to share the Gospel

(continued on page 4)

SAINT JOHN — Faithful gather in the Cathedral of the Immaculate Conception in
Saint John. (Cathedral Restoration photo, 2013)
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Touching the garment:
God’s sacred love

Now there was a woman who had been suffering from haemor-
rhages for twelve years. She had endured much..., and she was no
better. She had heard about Jesus, and came up behind him in the
crowd and touched his cloak, for she said, “If I but touch his
clothes, I will be made well.” Immediately her haemorrhage
stopped; and she felt in her body that she was healed of her dis-
ease, (See: Mark 5:21-43).

Wounds hurt. They sap our strength. They weaken us. Wounds
leave us with a certain separation from the whole or from those
not wounded. Wounds cry out for healing. A very wise doctor
once remarked: “The role of the doctor is not to get in the way of
the healing.” The unspoken part of this piece of wisdom is what
comes next — the doctor’s role is to accompany the wounded, to
be with them in their hurt.

At this time in our collective history, we are a wounded people.
First Nations Peoples, Canadians, Catholics, we all carry the
wounding of our past. There is much pain and suffering in our
wounding. It cries out for healing. The scars remain. They are
deep and they are long-lasting. They hurt terribly. Now, when the
wound is open and crying out, is the time for the doctor’s wise
advice. It is time to stand with the wounded.

We cannot make the wound heal. Its scar will be with us for a
long time. Now is the time for us to recognize that we must stand
with the wounded. The deepest wound, the greatest scar is borne
by our First Nations People. Their healing is crucial. It will only
happen when we who bear the history of how this happened are
willing to reach out and accompany them in their pain and suffering.
We cannot make the wound heal, but we must stand with them in
their pain, in love and compassion.

Mark’s Gospel presents us with the healing Jesus. In the very poign-
ant account of a woman who had suffered for years, we discover the
loving touch of God that Jesus brings to us. Having heard of Jesus,

she was unable to get close to him,
but thought: “If I but touch his
clothes.” What faith!

The Gospels are full of stories of Jesus as he heals people. What is
this all about? The temptation is to see Jesus as a wonder-worker, a
miracle-maker, someone who suspends the rules of the natural order
in order to heal. To be sure there may be some instances of physical
healing. But if we stop there, we miss the real point of these ac-
counts.

Jesus is the incarnate presence of God — God who is present to
us, sharing our humanity. To say this is to say that Jesus reveals the
love in which God holds each and every one of us in humanity. He is
the touch of God’s love for us all. When we stand with another in the
midst of suffering, we express the incarnation. We speak God’s love.

In the midst of the suffering we witness in our First Nations peo-
ples, how do we stand with them as church, as a people who seek to
reveal God’s love? As Canadian Catholics the most direct and straight-
forward way, is to take seriously the “Calls to Action” set forth by the
Truth and Reconciliation Commission of Canada, 2012 [Available
online], in particular #48-49 and #58-61.  Now is the time.

Father John Jennings, retired priest of the Diocese of Saint John
and St. Thomas University, reflects on the previous Sunday readings
with the intent to be a form of on-going adult faith formation. He
can be reached at: jennings@stu.ca. §

Our sacred stories

Father JOHN JENNINGS

(continued from page 3)
message. “Some people may ask why didn’t people come back, maybe
we should ask those who didn’t leave why did they stay?” he said.
“Others won’t know Jesus unless we tell them. This was always the
mission of the Church [but the pandemic] gives us more of an impe-
tus to articulate that for ourselves what Jesus means to us.”

“Innovation is going to be one of the great fruits of the pandemic,”
Fr. Lobo said. “Many people forget that the mass is not a private
prayer, it’s a public prayer. We’re not a bunch of individuals who are
solo, we’re meant to come together as a community. Like a sports
team, it matters that you know your team mates.”

The pandemic has shown how parishes need to grow in fostering
this sense of community. “For many people going to mass is not a
communal experience,” Mr. Regnier said. “Especially for people who are
not coming back, they might not be missing the people in the pews.”

Calling for a change in Catholic culture, Fr. Lobo said, “We need to
break down stoic Catholic culture where we avoid eye contact and
talking to one another in Church. We want the mass to be sacred, but
for it to be human and enjoyable, and a real relational experience.”
Saying that it takes time to lead a cultural change, Fr. Lobo insisted
that there are little things parishioners can start doing to head in that
direction (including hospitality ministry, praying for one another, and

Preparing for life after Covid
making an effort to invest in fellow parishioners), “so that the feeling
is that when I come to church, I’m coming together with my family
or my good friends, and we’re going to pray together. It needs to be
intentional.”

The idea of bringing people back to church post-covid can seem
daunting, but Fr. Parks had some words of encouragement. “The
same spirit that raised Jesus from the dead now lives in us,” he said.
“If you want a better parish than the one you have, pray for the one
you have. Give God permission to change your parish through the
power of the Holy Spirit.”

Key points to helping people return to church post-covid:
• Strive to first lead people to an encounter with Jesus
• Concentrate on Circle of Influence
• Rely on the Holy Spirit
• Cast a wide net
• Equip people to be missionary

- • Foster a strong, intentional community
The CCO Coming Home Webinar Series can be found at https://

w w w . y o u t u b e . c o m /
playlist?list=PLYY0yV9cLvK7TIPptb_WUK51h7sGN6zp8.

Natasha Mazerolle is a correspondent for The New Freeman. She
can be reached at natasha@maz-family.com. §
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In Exile

RON ROLHEISER, omi

Joy — a sign of God
There is only one true sadness, not being a saint! French novelist,

philosopher, essayist, Leon Bloy ends his novel The Woman Who Was
Poor with that much-quoted line. Here is a less known quote from
Leon Bloy which helps us understand why there is such a sadness in
not being saint. Joy is a sure sign of the life of God in the soul.

Joy is not just a sure sign of the life of God in the soul, it is a sign of
the life of God — period. Joy constitutes the inner life of God. God is
joy. This is not something we easily believe. For lots of reasons we
find it hard to think of God as happy, as joyful, as pleased, and (as
Julian of Norwich says) as relaxed and smiling. Christianity, Judaism,
and Islam, for all of our differences, have this in common. In our
popular conception, we all conceive of God as male, as celibate, and
as generally displeased and disappointed with us. We struggle to think
that God is happy with our lives and, even more important, that God
is happy, joyful, relaxed, and smiling.

Yet, how could it be otherwise? Scripture tells us that God is the
author of all that is good and that all good things come from God.
Now, is there a greater goodness in this world than joy, happiness,
laughter, and the life-giving grace of a benevolent smile? Clearly not.
These constitute the very life of heaven and are what makes life on
earth worth living. Surely then they take their origins inside of God.
This means that God is joyful, is joy.

If this is true, and it is, then we should not conceive of God as a
disappointed lover, an angry spouse, or a wounded parent, frowning
in the face of our inadequacies and betrayals. Rather, God might be
imagined as a smiling grandmother or grandfather, delighting in our
lives and energy, at ease with our littleness, forgiving our weaknesses,
and forever gently trying to coax us towards something higher.

A growing body of literature today suggests that the purest experi-
ence of love and joy on this earth is not what is experienced between

lovers, spouses, or even parents and their
children. In these relationships, there is
inevitably (and understandably) enough
tension and self-seeking to colour both its
purity and its joy. This is generally less
true in the relationship of grandparents to
their grandchildren. That relationship, more free of tension and self-
seeking, is often the purest experience of love and joy on this earth.
There, delight flows more freely, more purely, more graciously, and
mirrors more purely what is inside of God, namely joy and delight.

God is love, scripture tells us; but God is also joy. God is the gra-
cious, benevolent smile of a grandparent looking with pride and de-
light at a grandchild.

However, how does this all square with suffering, with the paschal
mystery, with a suffering Christ who through blood and anguish pays
the price of our sin? Where was God’s joy on Good Friday as Jesus
cried out in agony on the cross? As well, if God is joy, how do we
account for the  many times in our lives when, living honestly inside
of our faith and our commitments, we do not feel joyful, happy,
laughter, when we struggle to smile?

Joy and pain are not incompatible. Neither are happiness and sad-
ness. Rather, they are frequently felt together. We can be in great pain
and still be happy, just as we can be pain-free, experiencing pleasure,
and be unhappy. Joy and happiness are predicated on something that
abides through pain, namely, meaning; but this needs to be under-
stood. We tend to have an unhelpful, superficial notion of what con-
stitutes both joy and happiness. For us, they are incompatible with
pain, suffering, and sadness. I wonder how Jesus would have an-
swered on Good Friday as he hung on the cross if someone had
asked him, “Are you happy up there?” I suspect he would have said
something to this effect. “If you’re picturing happiness in the way
you imagine it, then no! I’m not happy! Today, of all days, particu-
larly so! But what I’m experiencing today amidst the agony is mean-
ing, a meaning so deep that it contains a joy and a happiness that abide
through the agony. Inside of the pain, there is a profound joy and
happiness in giving myself over to this. Unhappiness and joylessness,
as you conceive of them, come and go; meaning abides throughout
those feelings.”

Knowing this still does not make it easy for us to accept that God is
joy and that joy is a sure sign of the life of God in the soul. However,
knowing it is an important start, one we can build on.

There is a deep sadness in not being a saint. Why? Because our
distance from saintliness is also our distance from God and our dis-
tance from God is also our distance from joy.

Oblate Father Ron Rolheiser, theologian, teacher, and award-winning
author. He can be contacted through his website  www.ronrolheiser.com
Facebook www.facebook.com/ronrolheiser §

Father Ron Rolheiser’s column In Exile is sponsored by
Kennebecasis Valley Community Funeral Home

152 Pettingill Road, Quispamsis, NB
506-849-2119       www.KennebecasisFH.com

God loves all his children, says pope
By CINDY WOODEN
Catholic News Service

VATICAN CITY — God loves all his children, "each and every one,"
Pope Francis said in a letter Jesuit Father James Martin read to people
participating in the Outreach LGBTQ Ministry webinar.

The Jesuit, who has become well known for his ministry to gay Catho-
lics, had written to Pope Francis and mentioned the June 26 webinar
sponsored by Fordham University's Center on Religion and Culture in
New York.

Pope Francis' handwritten letter in Spanish was dated June 21 and
released by Fr. Martin. Referring to the conference, the pope thanked Fr.
Martin for his "pastoral zeal and your ability to be close to people with that
closeness that Jesus had and that reflects the closeness of God."

"Our heavenly Father approaches with love every one of his children,
each and every one," the pope wrote. "His heart is to open to each and
every one. He is Father. God's 'style' has three aspects: closeness, com-
passion and tenderness. This is how he draws closer to each one of us."

Pope Francis also told Fr. Martin he was "thinking about your pastoral
work" and how the Jesuit is "continuously looking to imitate this style of
God. You are a priest for all men and women, just as God is the Father for
all men and women. I pray for you to continue in this way, being close,
compassionate and with great tenderness."

"I pray for your faithful, your 'parishioners,' and anyone whom the
Lord places in your care, so that you protect them and make them grow
in the love of our Lord Jesus Christ," the pope wrote.§
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Catholics look for actions and answers
By MICHAEL SWAN
The Catholic Register

As the country continues to wake up to the truth that there has
been little or no reconciliation with Indigenous people, Catholics are
also questioning their Church’s record.

Many have begun taking action to right past wrongs.
For Indigenous Catholic Deacon Rennie Nahanee, the 215 unmarked

graves at the former Kamloops Residential School aren’t news — he
expected such finds — but they are a spur to action. Nahanee is
throwing his effort into developing Indigenous liturgies — not just
some drumming and smudging at a few Sunday Masses, but full-
blown Indigenous funeral rites, weddings, baptisms and house bless-
ings that come out of First Nations’ culture.

“The Catholic Church that took away our language needs to help
with this change Canada-wide, to bring our culture back,” Mr. Nahanee
told The Catholic Register. “They replaced our language with their
English. We want to replace their English with our language in the
liturgy. Seems fair to me.”

Others are looking for a way to talk to their bishops, including
about a dozen orange-clad Catholics who have been staging Sunday
evening vigils outside the St. Michael’s Cathedral rectory.

At the June 20 vigil, group leader Madeline Burghardt offered a
prayer remembering the fathers, mothers and grandparents who were
denied the opportunity to even mourn their children buried at residen-
tial schools across Canada.

The vigil group has a clear message for Canada’s Catholic bishops.
“We want an apology from the Catholic Church of Canada,” Ms.

Burghardt said, and she’s in no mood to argue over whether such a thing
as the Catholic Church of Canada exists. While there is a Canadian Con-
ference of Catholic Bishops, each diocese is run independently.

She also wants to see documents released and clearly discernible
reconciliation across the country.

“It’s not just about an apology,” she said.
Paula Monahan believes the only way to get the bishops’ attention

is with the collection basket. Ms. Monahan is trying to persuade her
fellow Catholics to “organize their own collection,” with money go-
ing directly to Indigenous organizations as a sign that Catholics want
reconciliation, she said.

Ms. Monahan also prioritizes a papal apology on Canadian soil, as
demanded in the Truth and Reconciliation Commission [TRC] Calls
to Action. “Catholics are outraged that the Canadian bishops have not
yet managed, over decades, to get the Pope to make an apology,” she
said. “I don’t hear or see any evidence that the Canadian bishops are
begging on their knees for an apology.”

“I don’t know whether I feel any more guilty as a Catholic than I
do as a Canadian for what happened with the schools,” said Stephanie
Kim. “Canadians have to realize this wasn’t a Church project. It was
a government project entrusted to churches and the Catholic Church
was one of many, although the larger part.”

Ms. Kim started the Facebook group Catholics for Truth and Rec-
onciliation, which gathered over 1,200 members in just two weeks.
It’s a place for Catholics to wrestle with the issues and the media
storm of the Kamloops discovery, she said.

“How do you explain your faith to your children, who are going to
school and hearing about this?” Ms. Kim asked. “How do you explain
to your co-workers and your neighbours that you’re Catholic and
you’re not OK with this, but you can still be Catholic.”

Anger, right or wrong,
aimed squarely at Church
By MICHAEL SWAN
The Catholic Register

Half the country is mad and three-quarters of Canadians are de-
pressed by the discovery of 215 children in unmarked graves on the
grounds of the former Kamloops Residential School.

A June 4-8 Abacus Data survey of 3,000 Canadians found 72 per
cent describe themselves as sad about the remains of 215 Indigenous
children buried at the school and 51 per cent said they were angry.

To go along with this emotional storm, 48 per cent of Canadians
hold the Catholic Church “a great deal” responsible for the damage
done in the residential school system, even more than the 47 per cent
who ascribe “a great deal” of responsibility to the federal government
that set up, funded and set policies for the schools.

Speaking up for the Church under these circumstances is far from
easy.

“Reporters or people in general may feel that you’re coming off
defensive or dismissive, when in fact you’re trying to ensure that
there’s correct information out there,” said Archdiocese of Toronto
communications director Neil MacCarthy.

Mr. MacCarthy has been called to answer countless questions about
Church involvement in residential schools. When over 400 Unity Health
physicians and administrators signed a petition calling for Toronto
Archbishop Cardinal Thomas Collins to apologize and release all docu-
ments relating to residential schools and “Indian hospitals” that mainly
treated tuberculosis in the north, Mr. MacCarthy was left to explain
that the archdiocese never operated any residential schools or Indian
hospitals, nor were any of them located in the territory of the archdio-
cese. There are no such records to release.

At a live-streamed June 6 Sunday Mass, Archbishop Collins issued
an apology as a leader in the Catholic Church.

“We as Christians need to be particularly regretful and sorry that
we took part in that particular system,” Archbishop Collins said.

But while the issue of a papal apology looms, neither explanations
(continued on page 7)

Ms. Kim is not happy with how Church officials have explained the
30-year history of apologies from various Catholic religious orders
and a few dioceses. “It feels like spin and that’s not what we want,”
she said.

As someone who once worked for NET Ministries and has been
involved in adult faith formation, Ms. Kim can claim deep Catholic
ties across the country. She takes an apology as the starting point for
any process of reconciliation.

“I take my measure for that (need for an apology) from the Truth
and Reconciliation Commission and from the survivors,” she said.
“What are they asking for?”

But Ms. Kim doesn’t just blame the bishops. Ordinary Catholics
have failed to look at what the TRC discovered through five years of
testimony from thousands of survivors.

“It’s embarrassing that we’re even surprised that there are bodies
and gravesites,” she said. “Because that’s clearly in the Truth and
Reconciliation documents. That is part of the testimony…. Everyone
has heard of Truth and Reconciliation — at least heard of it. They
certainly weren’t participating. That’s unfortunate.”º§
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(continued from page 6)
nor expressions of sorrow are cutting any ice.
  “I understand, I fully understand, that desire for a papal apology,”
said Mr. MacCarthy. “But I hope we don’t lose sight or diminish in any
way that really tough work (on local reconciliation projects) that is going
on that is not under the microscope, that is not being done as a PR exercise
or anything like that. It’s really tough slogging that a lot of dioceses have
been involved in directly for so many years. A papal apology is an impor-
tant step, but I think there’s also much more work to be done.”

Aimed squarely at Church

Hundreds of graves discovered at Saskatchewan residential school site
By MICKEY CONLON
The Catholic Register

MARIEVAL, SK — The Cowessess First Nation will put a name to
each of the hundreds of bodies found at the unmarked graves on the
former Marieval Indian Residential School, vows Chief Cadmus
Delorme.

“We will put a headstone and a grave to each of them,” Chief Delorme
said at a June 24 news conference to announce the discovery of hundreds
of bodies on the southeast Saskatchewan First Nations’ lands.

The chief announced the discovery of up to 751 unmarked graves
at the site of the Catholic residential school on its territory, the news
coming almost a month after the discovery of 215 children’s bodies
buried at another residential school in Kamloops, B.C.

The graves at Marieval — which Chief Delorme said were not part
of a mass grave — were discovered by ground-penetrating radar
which the First Nation, with the help of Saskatchewan Polytechnic,
had been using since earlier this month on the grounds of the cem-
etery. He also said it’s not yet certain if all the bodies are children from
the school. Chief Delorme also stressed there could be a 10-per-cent
margin of error, so he was working on the assumption there are “over
600” bodies buried at the site.

“We always knew there were graves here” through oral history
passed along from elders in the community, he said.

The Marieval school, located about 140 kilometres east of Regina,
opened in 1898 and was run by Catholic missionaries and funded by
the federal government until 1968, when the government took over
full control before handing over responsibility for the school to the

Cowessess First Nation in 1987. It closed in 1997 and was demol-
ished in 1999.

The graves had been marked in the past but in 1960 the headstones
were taken down by Catholic Church representatives, said Chief Delorme.

“We didn’t remove the headstones, that’s a crime in this country,”
he said.

By putting a name to each and every person buried there, “we want
to make sure we keep that place so we can heal,” said Chief Delorme.

(continued on page 13)

  Getting that message across hasn’t been easy.
  “You’re trying to ensure you’re not trying to be dismissive, but at
the same time you are trying to correct the record when they come in
thinking that OK you’ve got all these records and that sort of thing,”
Mr. MacCarthy said.

“This is a crucial moment for the Catholic Church in Canada —
your integrity and credibility are on the line,” Indigenous writer Gary
Whetung wrote in the Waterloo Region Record.

Mr. Whetung warns Catholics they will be judged by their own
standards.

“This is something you will wear for a long time,” he wrote. “It is
not possible to respect the Catholic position on the sanctity of life
when we know that there were 215 children who died in Kamloops…
who weren’t even returned to their families and communities to be
mourned… and who were left in unmarked graves.”
  On what needs to be done now, 55 per cent of respondents told Abacus
Data there needs to be an official and public apology from the pope.
  Mr. MacCarthy doesn’t just take calls from reporters. He’s also on the
phone with ordinary Catholics who want explanations. He tries to ensure
that he’s listening.
  “I talk to a lot of people on the phone — a lot of angry people,” he
said. “I tend to do more listening than I do talking, which is always a
good ratio.”
  When people tell him they don’t like what they’re hearing from
Church officials, he’s listening.
  “I understand. I totally understand,” he said. “People don’t want to have
the feeling that the Church is talking about bureaucratic red tape, or this
layer or that layer. They just want action.”§

MARIEVAL, SK — The Cowessess First Nation found hundreds
of unmarked graves on this site near the former Marieval Indian
Residential School. (FSIN Handout photo)
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July Prayer for Priests 
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

 
*Names with a 
star are to 
identify those 
who are retired 

Weekly exposition of the Most Blessed Sacrament: 
Cathedral of the Immaculate Conception, Saint John: Tuesday, 2-3 pm 
Our Lady of Fatima, Fredericton: Saturday, 1-2 pm 
St. Francis of Assisi, Lincoln: Wednesday, 8-9 am 
St. John the Baptist, Woodstock: Wednesday, 9 am with mass at 10 am 

-8 pm 
Holy Redeemer, Saint John: Monday, 3-4 pm 
St. Vincent de Paul, Oromocto: Friday, 8-9 am (except first Fridays) 
St. François-de-Sales, Saint John: Friday, 6:30-7:30 pm 
Stella Maris, Blacks Harbour: Saturday, 9 am with mass at 10 am 

1 
Pope Francis 
 
 
 
 
 
(Rosary for  Seminarians) 

2 
Benedict XVI 
Roman Pontiff 
Emeritus 

3 
Our Lady s 
First Saturday 
 
St. Thomas 
Feast Day 

 

4 
St. Rose 
of Lima  
1-2 pm 
 

5 
Bishop 
Christian 
Riesbeck, CC 
 

6 
Bishop 
Emeritus  
Robert Harris* 

7 
Bishop 
Emeritus J. 
Edward Troy*  
 
(Rosary for Priests) 

8 
Rev. Msgr. 
Brian 
Henneberry 
Vicar General  
(Rosary for  Seminarians) 

9 
For all priests 
who have served 
the Diocese of 
Saint John       

 

10 
Memorial of 
the Blessed 
Virgin Mary 

11 
St. Rose 
of Lima  
1-2 pm 

12 
Rev.  
Owen Burns, 
EV 

13 
Rev. 
Aloo Peter 
Chimaboi, 
SMMM 

14 
Rev. 
Arockia Dass 
Chinnappan, 
HGN 
 
(Rosary for Priests) 

15 
Rev.  
Joseph 
Cochrane* 
 
(Rosary for  Seminarians) 

16 
Rev. 
Leo Creamer* 

 

17 
Memorial of 
the Blessed 
Virgin Mary 

18 
St. Rose 
of Lima  
1-2 pm 

19 
Rev.  
Claude 
Daigle* 
 

20 
Rev.  
Joseph Daley* 
 

21 
Rev.  
Anthony Dass 
Papu, HGN 
 
(Rosary for Priests) 

22 
Rev. 
Samuel 
Diotte* 
 
(Rosary for  Seminarians) 

23 
Rev.  
Vincent 
Donovan* 

 

24 
St. Sharbel 
Makhluf 
Feast Day 

25 
St. François-
de-Sales 
1-2 pm 
Benediction & 
Confession 

26 
Rev.  
Paul Doucet 
 

27 
Rev.  
Paul Erzoah-
Bebodu 

28 
Rev.  
Anthony 
Ekpe. SMMM 
 
(Rosary for Priests) 

29 
Rev.  
Thomas 
Fowler* 
 
(Rosary for  Seminarians) 

30 
Rev.  
John Fraser* 

  
 

31 
St. Ignatius  of 
Loyola 
Feast Day 

Self-righteous continue to disturb Christian community, pope says
By CINDY WOODEN
Catholic News Service

VATICAN CITY — Those who proclaim the Gospel of Jesus Christ
are humble and trust in God, they do not heap conditions upon others
or promote themselves as the only "keepers of the truth," Pope Francis
said.

The path of evangelization, the essential characteristics of an evan-
gelist and the risks posed by the self-proclaimed righteous are illus-
trated in the Letter to the Galatians, the pope said June 23 as he an-
nounced the letter would be the topic of a new series of talks at his
weekly general audience.

Spider-Man — known as Mattia Villardita when he is not working,
according to Vatican News — was among the hundreds of pilgrims
and visitors in the San Damaso Courtyard of the Apostolic Palace for
the papal audience. After the gathering, Pope Francis spent a few
minutes speaking with Mr. Villardita, who dresses up in superhero
costumes and visits children in hospitals.

In his main audience talk, Pope Francis said St. Paul's Letter to the
Galatians is important, "I would even say decisive, not only for get-
ting to know the apostle better, but above all in considering some
topics that he addresses in depth, showing the beauty of the Gospel."

The themes of "freedom, grace and the Christian way of life" in the
Letter to the Galatians, he said, are "extremely topical since they touch

on many aspects of the life of the church in our days. It is a very
relevant letter. It seems written for our times."

The letter shows St. Paul's "fiery" concern for the new communi-
ties of Christians who were Gentiles but were being pressured by
some preachers to adopt Jewish practices such as circumcision.

St. Paul was a pastor, who, "like a father or mother, immediately
notices the dangers his children face" as they grow in faith, the pope
said.

The preachers not only were insisting on things that St. Paul did
not insist upon, but they were "even denigrating his person," the pope
said. "They began with doctrine — 'this no, this yes' — and then they
denigrated the apostle."

"As we can see," the pope said, "it is the ancient practice of pre-
senting themselves on certain occasions as the sole possessors of the
truth — the pure ones — and trying to belittle the work of others with
slander."

The new Christians were confused and worried, the pope said.
"This situation is not far removed from the experience of many

Christians today," he said. "Indeed, today too there is no shortage of
preachers who, especially through the new means of communica-
tion, can disturb the community. They present themselves not prima-
rily to proclaim the Gospel of God who loves humanity in Jesus,
crucified and risen, but to insist, as true 'keepers of the truth' — that's

(continued on page 9)
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Classic Memorials Inc.
Best Quality,Service & Prices!

Laser Design Experts

Four Generations of Monument Craftsmen
Area Representatives

 Office & Showroom: St. Joseph’s Cemetery, 327 Westmorland Rd., Saint John, 653-6861
Reid’s Funeral Home, Hampton, 832-5541

Fundy Funeral Home, Saint John, 646-2424

Classic uses only the very best granites available and
unconditionally guarantees every monument sold.

(continued from page 8)
what they call themselves — on
the best way to be Christians."

"They strongly affirm that the
true Christianity is the one they
adhere to, often identified with
certain forms of the past, and
that the solution to today's cri-
ses is to go back so as not to
lose the genuineness of the
faith," the pope said.

"How can we recognize these
people?" Pope Francis asked,
before answering that one sign
is their "rigidity."

"Before the preaching of the
Gospel which makes us free,
which makes us joyful, these
people are rigid," he said.§

Christian
community

Healing Christian divisions can give hope to the world, pope says
By CINDY WOODEN
Catholic News Service

VATICAN CITY — Even as the formal
Catholic-Orthodox dialogue continues to deal
with divisive theological issues, members of
both churches should work together more
closely on issues where they share a com-
mon point of view, Pope Francis said.

"The witness of growing communion be-
tween us Christians will also be a sign of hope
for many men and women, who will feel en-
couraged to promote a more universal frater-
nity and a reconciliation capable of healing
past wrongs," the pope said June 28 as he
welcomed to the Vatican a delegation from
the Ecumenical Patriarchate of Constantino-
ple.

The Orthodox patriarch sends a delegation
to the Vatican each year to participate in the
celebration of the feast of Sts. Peter and Paul,
the Vatican patrons, while the pope sends a
delegation to Turkey each November for the
feast of St. Andrew, the patriarchate's patron
feast.

As Metropolitan Emmanuel of Chalcedon,
the Greek Orthodox metropolitan of France,
entered the papal library for the audience, Pope
Francis kissed his encolpion, his pectoral me-
dallion, which signifies his dignity as a bishop.

Metropolitan Emmanuel led the delegation,
which also included Metropolitan Iosif of
Buenos Aires, Argentina, and a deacon,
Barnabas Grigoriadis.

Pope Francis told the delegation that Chris-
tians working together and promoting recogni-
tion that all people are brothers and sisters is "the
only way to the dawn of a future of peace."

The one example the pope gave as "a fine
prophetic sign would be closer cooperation
between Orthodox and Catholics in the dia-
logue with other religious traditions."

An area where Pope Francis has drawn in-
spiration from Orthodox leaders is ecology
and the care for creation. While the pope did
not confirm that Patriarch Bartholomew of
Constantinople would participate in a major
summit of religious leaders Oct. 4 at the Vati-
can in preparation for COP26, the U.N. cli-
mate summit, he did say he expected him to
visit in October.

"I ask you kindly to convey to His Holiness
Bartholomew, whom I regard as my true
brother, my cordial and respectful greetings.
Please tell him that I joyfully await his visit here
in Rome next October, an occasion for giving
thanks to God for the 30th anniversary of his
election," the pope told the delegation.

Turning to the COVID-19 pandemic and
its impact, Pope Francis said he hoped people
would not "squander" the lessons it has taught.

"It is a lesson in humility, showing us that it
is not possible to live healthy lives in an un-
healthy world, or to go on as we were, with-
out recognizing what went wrong," the pope
said. "Even now, the great desire to return to
normality can mask the senseless notion that
we can go back to relying on false securities,

habits and projects that aim exclusively at pur-
suing wealth and personal interests, while failing
to respond to global injustice, the cry of the poor
and the precarious health of our planet."

Christians also must allow themselves to
be challenged by the pandemic and, especially,
to allow it to force an examination of con-
science on how well they have lived the law
of love and served others, he said.

In addition, "for us Christians on the path
to full communion, taking seriously the cur-
rent crisis means asking ourselves how we
wish to move forward," he said. "Every cri-
sis represents a crossroads: we can withdraw
into ourselves, seeking our own security and
expediency, or we can be open to others,
which entails risks but also God's promised
fruits of grace."

"Dear brothers, has not the time come for
giving further impetus to our efforts, with
the help of the Spirit, to break down ancient
prejudices and definitively overcome harmful
rivalries?" the pope asked. "Without ignoring
the differences that need to be resolved through
charitable and truthful dialogue, could we not
begin a new phase of relations between our
churches, marked by walking more closely
together, by desiring to take real steps for-
ward, by becoming more willing to be truly
responsible for one another?"

"If we are docile to love, to the Holy Spirit
who is the creative love of God and who
brings harmony to diversity, he will open the
way to a renewed fraternity," the pope said.§
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Technology eyed to help Bethlehem's fragile economy
emerge from pandemic
By JUDITH SUDILOVSKY
Catholic News Service

BETHLEHEM, West Bank — Graduating in July as part of Bethle-
hem University's first software engineering class, students Marianna
Bannoura, Oriana Sabat, and Mariam Qumsieh already have a mar-
ket-ready app under their belts.

They hope to be part of a growing trend that sees technology help-
ing the fragile Bethlehem economy, which has long depended on tour-
ism, to emerge from the COVID-19 pandemic.

Bethlehem University is the first Palestinian higher education insti-
tution to offer a degree program in software engineering.

"Software engineering is the future," Ms. Bannoura, 22, told Catholic
News Service. "It is very important for Bethlehem University to open
and continue with this program. With the coronavirus everyone
stopped working except for software engineers who continued to
work online.

"It is 2021 now, everyone is into technology and we have to keep
up."

The university will be looking to acquire her team's "BUAPI" mo-

bile app portal, which has combined the university's two websites to
allow students easy access to information about the school. The
women presented the app for their final project and once they tweak
it a bit, it will be ready for widespread use.

"My team and I feel very accomplished. This started out as a small
graduation project and has turned out to be a real possible startup. It
is useable and useful," Ms. Bannoura said.

Prior to the pandemic university officials were looking to revamp
its curriculum to better meet the needs of the Palestinian community,
said LaSallian Brother Peter Bray, university vice chancellor.

"We are looking at better ways to be doing our mission to serve the
Palestinian people with education," he said. "We are trying to create

programs which will be of value to Palestinian students."
While some academic programs such as math and physics will be

phased out, others are being introduced. In addition to software engi-
neering, new academic programs include medical laboratory sciences,
archaeology and cultural heritage, and computer simulations in sci-
ence and engineering. The school received 140 applications for 35
places in the laboratory sciences program, Brother Bray noted. The
school decided to accept 50 students.

"The testing for COVID-19 put a lot of pressure on labs and (our
graduates) will be able to work in these labs," Br. Bray said.

The university also began a master of arts program in governance
and public administration, said Fadi Kattan, business administration
dean, who oversees the program. The track is part of an initiative to
serve the business community, he explained.

"We are working to develop a sustainable (business) system for
Palestine. Even if we improve the life of every business here it will do
no good if there is not a general system for the country where every-
body is working together including businesses, government, and
NGOs," Ms. Kattan said.

Br. Bray said many of the university's graduates migrate to the
business and financial center in the West Bank city of Ramallah or go
abroad, but the hope is that students with degrees will have more
opportunities to remain in Bethlehem.

"One of our interests is to help develop the economy here," he said.
While the technological revolution has taken over most of the world,

some resistance to its use remains among Palestinians, and that poses
a challenge, said Marian Abedrabbo, 20, a third-year software engi-
neering student.

"I think some people fear change, and don't easily accept new ideas.
They don't like taking risks," she said. For example, she described
how students had tried to introduce an "E-Taxi" system similar to the
ride-hailing service Uber for users in Bethlehem.

"(People) couldn't imagine us-
ing it even though it was super-
easy. They preferred to stay with
the old-fashioned way of using
the phone," Ms. Abedrabbo said.

Outdated technological infra-
structure such as lack of 4G cel-
lular technology also will be a
hurdle, said her friend and class-
mate Marial Basil, 20.

"It is a matter of time. People
will start trying (new ways). We
need patience," said Ms. Basil,
who expects young people to
more readily use new,
homegrown technologies.

Students interviewed by CNS
spoke about the desire to gain pro-
fessional experience in Ramallah
but to bring back that knowledge
to Bethlehem. They also dream
of going on to study for an ad-
vanced degree abroad, which will

(continued on page 11)

BETHLEHEM — Software engineering students Marial Basil
(left), 20, and Marian Abedrabbo (right), 20, pose with
accounting student Francis Rahil (centre), 19, at Bethlehem
University in the West Bank, June 9, 2021. (CNS photo/Debbie
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July 4, 2021
Fourteenth Third Sunday of Lent

First Reading: Ezekiel 2.3-5
They are a rebellious house.

They shall know there has been a Prophet among them.

Responsorial Psalm: Ps 123.1-2a, 2b, 3-4 (R.2)
R. Our eyes look to the Lord, until he has mercy upon us.

Second Reading:   2 Corinthians 12.7-10
I gladly will boast of my weaknesses,

so that the power of Christ may dwell in me.

Gospel: Mark 6.1-6
A Prophet is not without honour, except in his hometown.

July 11, 2021
Fifteenth Third Sunday of Lent

First Reading: Amos 7.12-15
Go, seer, and prophesy to my people.

Responsorial Psalm: Ps 85.8ab+9, 10-11, 12-13 (R.7)
R. Show us your steadfast love, O Lord,

and grant us your salvation/.

Second Reading:  Ephesians 1.3-14
God chose us in Christ before the foundation of the world.

Gospel: Mark 6.7-13
Jesus called the twelve and sent them out two by two.

Sunday’s Liturgy

(continued from page 10)
only be possible with scholarships.

Graduating software engineer student Nicola Zreineh, 22, and the
two other members of his final project team, Maen Ibreigheith and
Seif Eldeen Obeid, are preparing to launch a startup to bring their web
app to Bethlehem.

Called DenTaChX, the app's current version uses machine learning
image processing tools to develop smart systems to assist radiolo-
gists and dentists. There are plans to create a new version which will
be designed for medical doctors as well.

"Our economy in Bethlehem is based on tourism," Ms. Zreineh
explained. "Now we are going to mix things up with the technology
world. It will make a big difference in Bethlehem because there are
not a lot of technology and software development companies in Beth-
lehem. So I think we will be one of the first companies and we will be
the ones to lead the way."§

Technology eyed to help Bethlehem

Pope Francis institutes World Day of Grandparents and the Elderly
By NATASHA MAZEROLLE
Correspondent

ROME — “The Holy Spirit still stirs up thoughts and words of
wisdom in the elderly today: their voice is precious because it
sings the praises of God and safeguards the roots of peoples.
They remind us that old age is a gift and that grandparents are the
link between generations, passing on the experience of life and
faith to the young. Grandparents are often forgotten and we for-
get this wealth of preserving roots and passing on”, Pope Francis,
Angelus address, January 31, 2021.

With these words Pope Francis established the World Day for
Grandparents and the Elderly to be held throughout the Church
every year on the fourth Sunday of July, close to the feast of Sts.
Joachim and Anne, Jesus’ “grandparents”.

He noted that, “It is important for grandparents to meet their
grandchildren and for grandchildren to meet their grandparents,
because — as the prophet Joel says — grandparents, before their
grandchildren, will dream, and have illusions [great desires], and
young people, taking strength from their grandparents, will go
forward and prophesy.”

The first World Day
for Grandparents and
the Elderly will take
place this year on July
25.

In a letter to the eld-
erly to promote this
day the Holy Father
wrote that, “the whole
Church is close to you
— to us — and cares
about you, loves you
and does not want to
leave you alone!”

Noting the particular
difficulties the pan-
demic has created for
the elderly he said, “I
am well aware that this
message comes to you
at a difficult time: the
pandemic swept down on us like an unexpected and furious storm;
it has been a time of trial for everyone, but especially for us elderly
persons. Many of us fell ill, others died or experienced the death
of spouses or loved ones, while others found themselves isolated
and alone for long periods. The Lord is aware of all that we have
been through in this time. He is close to those who felt isolated
and alone, feelings that became more acute during the pandemic.”

Pope Francis encouraged the elderly not to feel limited by their
age, reminding them that they can still play a big part in furthering
the Kingdom of God.

“At this crucial moment in history, you have a renewed voca-
tion. You may wonder: How this can be possible? My energy is
running out and I don’t think I can do much. How can I begin to
act differently when habit is so much a part of my life? How can
I devote myself to those who are poor when I am already so
concerned about my family? How can I broaden my vision when
I can’t even leave the residence where I live? Isn’t my solitude
already a sufficiently heavy burden? How many of you are asking

(continued on page 15)



Voice of  the Diocese of  Saint John since 1900. July 2 & 9, 2021Page 12

Buzz building for autumn pilgrimages
By QUINTON AMUNDSON
The Catholic Register

Canada’s Catholic pilgrimage industry is
poised to make a comeback this autumn as
long as the COVID-19 metrics keep trending
in the right direction.

International Heritage Tours and QS Travel
& Tours Inc. are a couple of the enterprises
with Catholic tours earmarked for the third
quarter of the year. It’s been a tough past 16
months for both tour agencies, and for the
industry as a whole. Pandemic restrictions
had brought the travel industry to a standstill

as borders closed around the world to com-
bat COVID-19.

But there is a light beginning to shine. Rep-
resentatives from both Ontario-based organi-
zations report that registration momentum has
picked up substantially in recent weeks as there
is a growing confidence the nation is finally
getting ahead of the pandemic as vaccines
roll out.

“People really want to go and have a re-
newed spiritual experience,” said Halina
Jablonski, the director of Catholic tours at
International Heritage Tours for the past 11
years. “A few months ago, we had zero reg-
istrations, but people are starting to sign up
and book the last two weeks.”

QS Travel and Tours travel consultant
Steven Skoczek says his company also ex-
perienced “a period of quiet” when the pan-

demic was at its peak during the early months
of 2021, but now fortunes appear to be chang-
ing.

“Restrictions are easing and I genuinely get
a sense that people are eager to reconnect
with their faith and one of the ways to do so
is going on a pilgrimage,” said Mr. Skoczek.
“In particular, people supposed to travel with
us in 2020 are starting to reach out to us.”

International Heritage Tours is devising a
bigger comeback in 2021 as 14 separate tours
are scheduled between September 15 and
November 14, including seven journeys to the
Holy Land.

International Heritage Tours also has trips
scheduled that will jet pilgrims to religious
landmarks in Austria, the Czech Republic,
France, Italy, Portugal and Spain, among oth-
ers. The company is opening the door for
western and eastern Canadians to access
these adventures by arranging departures in
Alberta and Ontario respectively.

Ms. Jablonski is confident these tours will
be successful for multiple reasons.

“Right now, things
are moving really fast
because right now
you don’t have to
have a vaccine pass-
port — you only need
to have a negative
test,” Ms. Jablonski
said. “All these hotels

and bus companies have taken extra precau-
tions to make sure people are in a clean, well-
maintained environment. And all these hotels
are great hotels that we have been working
with for many years.”

QS Travel and Tours has organized a more
modest schedule as its first pilgrimage with
confirmed dates — a two-week adventure to
Egypt, Jordan and the Holy Land — is not
poised to commence until Remembrance Day
in November. A tour in Mexico to celebrate
the feast of Our Lady of Guadalupe from
December 10-13 is also on the books.

The company could get into the Canadian
game sooner if inter-provincial travel condi-
tions become sufficiently less stringent be-
tween Ontario and Quebec as this opens the
door to executing a bus tour to the shrines of
Quebec. Travel between the two provinces
has just recently re-opened.

Mr. Skoczek himself is looking forward to
being among the pilgrims venturing to the Holy
Land. He was registered for a group sched-
uled to leave on March 24, 2020, but the
COVID-19 pandemic snuffed out that possi-
bility. He’s heard amazing testimonials about
ventures to the Holy Land.

“People I’ve spoken with say being in those
places really brings the Bible to life. You get a
chance to be baptized in the Jordan River and
see all the various places Catholics hold dear.”

The travel consultant adds that he’ll con-
stantly monitor the travel conditions laid out
by the Government of Canada and foreign
entities like the Israeli Ministry of Tourism in
the weeks ahead.

Due to the pandemic, the entire slate of
Oberammergau Passion Plays scheduled to oc-
cur in 2020 will be performed in 2022. This play
depicting the sacrifice of Jesus on the cross has
been performed every 10 years since 1634 by
the inhabitants of Oberammergau, Bavaria, Ger-
many. The villagers vowed to perform the play
each decade if God spared them of continued
bubonic plague devastation.

International Heritage Tours and QS Travel
and Tours are offering a combined total of 25
opportunities to see Oberammergau Passion
Play.§

JERUSALEM — The skyline of the Old City at the Western Wall and Temple Mount in
Jerusalem. Travel companies are reporting an upsurge in interest in pilgrimages. (QS
Travel and Tours Inc photo)

Bishop’s Funeral Home
“serving all faiths”

Telephone 458-1885
540 Woodstock Rd., Fredericton
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(continued from page 7)
“A lot of the pain we see in our people comes from there,” elder

Florence Sparvier, a knowledge keeper in the Cowessess commu-
nity, said at the press conference.

Ms. Sparvier attended the Marieval school and recalled how the
children were not treated very well by the Oblates and the nuns who
ran and taught at the school.

“They made us believe we didn’t have souls,” the 80-year-old Ms.
Sparvier said.

Regina Archbishop Don Bolen called the news of the unmarked
graves “overwhelming.”

“I can only imagine the pain and was of emotion that you and your
people are experiencing right now,” he said in a statement addressed
to Chief Delorme and the Cowessess First Nation following the news
conference. “The incredible burden of the past is still with us and the
truth of that past needs to come out, however painful, as only truth
can lead to reconciliation.”

Archbishop Bolen noted that Chief Delorme had first approached

Hundreds of graves found at residential school site in Saskatchewan
him about the cemetery three years ago, when they began discus-
sions about fulfilling one of the “calls to action” in the 2015 Truth and
Reconciliation Commission [TRC] — to assist First Nations with
residential school gravesites. In 2019, the Archdiocese of Regina paid
$70,000 to help Cowessess identify unmarked graves and add fences
and trees to the Cowessess Cemetery.

“I know that apologies seem a very small step as the weight of past
suffering comes into greater light,” said Archbishop Bolen, “but I extend
that apology again and pledge to do what we can to turn that apology into
meaningful concrete acts — including assessing information that will help
to provide name and information about those buried in unmarked graves
— and to stand by you in whatever way you request.”

The discoveries of the Kamloops and Marieval graves — “and there
are more to come,” said Chief Bobby Cameron, chief of the FSIN
(Federation of Sovereign Indigenous Nations) — have pushed for-
ward the calls to enact true reconciliation.

“These stories will come out,” said Chief Cameron. “Canada will
have to work with us on reconciliation. Our people deserve more
than apologies and sympathies. We deserve justice.

“There must be immediate change.”
He called on governments “to work with us — and they are.” That

includes releasing all records pertaining to residential schools.
Archbishop Bolen has visited the Cowessess grave site, said Chief

Delorme, “and has committed to what we want.”
“We have full faith the Roman Catholic Church will release our

records,” he said, while also acknowledging the federal government
“can move quicker but they are making progress.”

Chief Delorme also called for a papal apology, one of the Calls to
Action from the TRC report, a call that has reverberated across the
nation since the Kamloops discovery.

“The pope needs to apologize for what has happened…. an apol-
ogy is one stage of many in the healing journey.” §

Religious orders to expand access to residential school records
By AGNIESZKA RUCK
The B.C. Catholic

VANCOUVER — Two Catholic religious orders are committing to
make their historical records more accessible in the wake of the
Kamloops Indian Residential School discovery.

The Sisters of St. Ann, one of the parties involved in operating
Canadian residential schools, have reached an agreement that will see
improved access to their records.

The order released a statement June 23 saying they have signed a
memorandum of understanding with the Royal B.C. Museum that will
“provide enhanced access” of their “private archival records” to the
museum and to the Indian Residential School History and Dialogue
Centre at the University of British Columbia.

“We affirm our commitment to collaborate in finding the truth and
will assist in the process in whatever way we can,” said president
Sister Marie Zarowny.

Museum board chair and acting CEO Daniel Muzyka called increas-
ing Indigenous access to the records of the Sisters of St. Ann a “posi-
tive step” along the path of “truth-finding and reconciliation.”

Thanks to the agreement, the parties say the sisters’ records will be
made accessible to the Tk’emlúps te Secwe’pemc Nation, which has
requested them following the discovery of the remains of 215 bodies
in an unmarked graveyard near the Kamloops Indian Residential School.

Members of the Sisters of St. Ann taught at a handful of residential
schools, including in Kamloops from 1890 to 1970.

The memorandum of understanding comes into effect July 1.
The Missionary Oblates of Mary Immaculate, who provided ad-

ministrators and teachers to the Kamloops residential school (and
operated a total of 47 others), pledged in a June 24 statement to
“disclose all historical documents maintained by us and in our pos-
session, in accordance with all legislation, about our involvement.”

They said since the apology they gave the First Nations of Canada
in 1991, the Oblates have tried to make their historical documents
available, with some progress “complicated by issues of provincial
and national privacy laws.”

They are seeking guidance from “expert organizations” to sort out
what information they can release according to privacy laws and
now are promising to do so swiftly, acknowledging delays in this
process “can cause ongoing distrust, distress, and trauma to Indig-
enous peoples.”

The Archdiocese of Vancouver has said all records it holds regard-
ing residential schools were submitted to the Truth and Reconcilia-
tion Commission in 2013 and remain available for review.

Archbishop J. Michael Miller repeated his commitment to transpar-
ency of records June 2.

More information about the archdiocese’s response and reconcilia-
tion efforts is at rcav.org/first-nations.§

Chief Cadmus Delorme (CBC.ca photo)
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LeBLANC, CHARLES — With an appre-
ciation of a life well lived and loved, the death
of Charlie LeBlanc, husband of Yvonne of
Rothesay, occurred on Monday, May 31, 2021
at the Saint John Regional Hospital, sur-
rounded by his family, after a motorcycle
accident on Tuesday, May 25, 2021.

Born on March 30, 1954, in Bouctouche,
NB, he was the son of the late Dennis and M.
Doris (Maillet) LeBlanc.

Besides his loving wife Yvonne, Charlie
adored his children; Adam (Aimee) of Calgary,
AB, and Marcia LeBlanc (Paul Webb) of
Smithtown, NB, brothers; Paul (Deborah) of
Smithtown, and Victor (Lorraine) of
Rothesay, his cherished grandchildren; Jeffrey,
Katelyn, Cohen, and Sadie, several nieces,
nephews, cousins,  aunt and uncle, and ex-
tended family.

Besides his parents, Charlie was prede-
ceased by his brothers; Patrick and David
LeBlanc, as well as several aunts and uncles.

Arrangements were under the care of
Kennebecasis Community Funeral Home,
Quispamsis. A Mass of Christian Burial will
took place at St. Mark’s Catholic Church,
Quispamsis.

PATRIQUEN, CATHERINE ANN – The
family of Catherine “Ann” Patriquen
(Callaghan), the wife of the late Mel Patriquen,
is heartbroken to announce her passing,
which occurred on June 13, 2021, with three
of her granddaughters by her side.

Born in Saint John on May 4th, 1933, Ann
was the daughter of the late Ronald and Agnes
(Kelly) Callaghan.

She is survived by her six grandchildren:
Michael Patriquen, Catie Shelley (Joe), Melana
Patriquen, Casey Shelley (Brandon), Karly
Patriquen (Nick), and Shannon Shelley; her
great-grandchildren Faith and Miah; her sis-
ters Claire McGuire (late Art), Mary Lou Smith
(Kevin); her son-in-law Mike Shelley, and
several nieces and nephews.

Besides her parents and husband, Ann was
predeceased by her three children, Michael
Patriquen, Mary Jane Patriquen Shelley, and
Kelly Patriquen, her brother David Callaghan
and his wife Kay, her niece Beth McGuire
and her brother-in-law Art McGuire.

Arrangements were under the care and di-
rection of Brenan’s Funeral Home, Saint John.
A private family interment was held.

GALLAGHER, BERTHA MARY — It is
with great sadness that the family of Bertha
Mary Gallagher announces her passing at Saint

John Regional Hospital on June 14th, 2021.
Born to the late Frederick and Hannah (Sa-
voy) LaTulippe in Nequac, New Brunswick
on November 24th, 1928.

Bertha is survived by her children,
Jacqueline Smith (Gary), Evelyn Peck (Brian),
David Gallagher (Valerie), Etta Doucette
(James), Ethel Ferris (Robert), and Rose Haley
(Stephen). Grandchildren; Troy, Natasha, Joe,
Krystal, Kimberly, Candace, Natalye, Robby,
Stephanie, Jenn, Ryan, Ashley, Brittany, Tyler,
and Kayla. 30 great grandchildren and one
great-great granddaughter; her sister Stella
LaTulippe;

In addition to her parents, Bertha was pre-
deceased by her loving husband George
Gallagher; her children, Earl, Jack, and Linda;
granddaughter, Tara; and siblings, Hazel,
Mabel, George, Helen, and Melvina ‘Vina’.

Bertha rested at Brenan’s Funeral Home,
Saint John. A Mass Christian Burial was cel-
ebrated from the Cathedral of the Immacu-
late Conception, Saint John. Interment tooke
place in St. Joseph’s Cemetery, Saint John.

HICKMOTT, JOHN DOUGLAS — With
heavy hearts, the family of John Douglas
Hickmott announces his passing on Monday,
June 14, 2021. John was born on January 4,
1939, in Kingsville, Ontario, to the late Milford
and Mabel (Barnett) Hickmott. John was the
cherished husband of Frances (Strang) for
34 years

John is survived by his wife Fran, daugh-
ters; Karen (Ross) Chute of Dartmouth, NS,
Paula Aasen-Haines (Peter Haines) of
Quispamsis, NB, Pamela Aasen (Carlito
Morrobel) of New Jersey, Cheryl (Patrick)
McCarthy of Saint John, NB, and Jana
(Shawn) Gallant of Quispamsis, NB, sons;
Ian (Kim) Aasen of Nauwigewauk, NB,
Jeremy (Sarah) Aasen of Oshawa, ON, broth-
ers; James (Erma) of Leamington, ON, and
Paul (Gwen) of Kingsville, ON, 20 grandchil-
dren, 8 great-grandchildren, 2 great-great
grandchildren, as well as several nieces, neph-
ews, and friends. John was predeceased by
his parents, first wife Joy, daughter Anna,
brother Ralph, sisters Gladys, Pearl, Margaret
and Gertrude, and daughter-in-law, Mary Beth.

Arrangements were under the care of
Kennebecasis Community Funeral Home,
Quispamsis. A Mass of Christian Burial is to
celebrated at St. Mark’s Catholic Church,
Quispamsis at a announced later. Interment
will be at St. Joseph’s Cemetery following
the mass.

WILLIAMS, SISTER ELIZABETH JOAN
—  Sister Elizabeth Joan Williams (Sister Mary
Ervin) peacefully went home to her God on
Sunday, June 20, 2021, at Ruth Ross Resi-
dence in Saint John, NB.  Born October 1,
1935, in Saint John, she was the daughter of
the late Ervin and Mary Edna (Dever) Williams.
Sister Betty was a graduate of St. Vincent’s
Girls High School and entered the Sisters of
Charity of the Immaculate Conception on
August 6, 1954.

She received her Teacher’s Licence from
the Province of New Brunswick and spent
many years in Education ministry in British
Columbia (Vancouver), New Brunswick
(Saint John, St. Stephen and Moncton), as
well as Nova Scotia (Digby).  Other minis-
tries included Ward Clerk and Admitting at
St. Joseph’s Hospital, Senior care at the Mater
Misericordia Home and Spiritual and Religious
Care at Rocmaura Nursing Home and Ruth
Ross Residence.

Sister Betty was predeceased by her par-
ents, Ervin and Edna; her sisters, Barbara
(Cullinan) and Sister Marion, scic; as well as
her brothers, David and Ervin.

She is survived by her sisters, Janice
(Murnaghan) and Lucille (DeWolfe).

A Graveside Service took place in St.
Joseph’s Cemetery, Saint John.  Arrangements
were under the care and direction of Brenan’s
Funeral Home, Saint John.

FRIARS, ALAN WILLIAM —  It is with
heavy hearts that the family of Alan William
Friars, beloved husband of Judy (Brown)
Friars, announces his peaceful passing at home
per his wishes surrounded by his loving family
on Thursday, June 17, 2021. Alan was born on
August 17, 1944 he was the son of the late Edgar
and Priscilla (Stevens) Friars.
Alan  is survived by his wife and best friend,
Judy; son, Trevor (Laurina Leyenaar), daugh-
ters, Traci (Scott Amirault) and Tricia (Randy
Godin), brother Edgar Friars, sister  Pam,
grandchildren; Meaghan, Josh, Theo, Tianna,
Tenneson, Lydia, Adelyn and Quinn. Alan
loved each and every one of his grandchil-
dren dearly and they have been left with won-
derful memories of their “Giggy”. He will also
be remembered by several nieces, nephews
and friends.

Arrangements were under the care of
Kennebecasis Community Funeral Home,
Quispamsis. A Mass of Christian Buriel took
place from Our Lady of Perpetual Help
Church, Rothesay.

(continued on page 15)
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PATTERSON, BERNADINE DELMA — It is with appreciation for
a wonderful life, and gratitude for a lifetime of memories that the
family of Bernadine Patterson (O’Brien) announces her peaceful pass-
ing, which took place at her residence on Tuesday, June 22nd, 2021.
Born in Saint John on September 7th, 1937, she was a daughter of
the late James and Kathleen (Legassie) O’Brien.

Bernadine will be missed by her children: Leslie Patterson, Theresa
Patterson, Charlotte Dort (Donnie), Matthew Patterson, Luke Patterson
(Amanda), Sean Patterson and their father James Patterson; 12 grandchil-
dren; 9 great-grandchildren; siblings: Norman, David (Joyce), Noreen and
Eleanor; as well as many nieces, nephews and extended family.

In addition to her parents, Bernadine was predeceased by a brother
James, and a grandson, Christopher Dort.

Arrangements were under the care of Brenan’s Funeral Home, Saint
John. Mass will be celebrated from Our Lady of Perpetual Help, Rothesay.

NORTHRUP, ALLISON — It is with heartfelt sadness that the fam-
ily of Allison Northrup, husband of the late Shirley (Robinson)
Northrup, announces his peaceful passing on June 22, 2021, at the
Church of St. John and St. Stephen Home, surrounded by his loved
ones. He was born on November 10, 1929, to his parents Clarence
“Mac” and Myrtle, in Saint John.

Allison is survived by his sons: Richard (Dorina), James (Denise),
Douglas (Donna), and Mark (Karen); daughters: Patricia, Susan
(Margot), and Elizabeth (Kent); grandchildren: Andrew, Jacklyn,
Stephen, Vicki, Sarah, Samantha, Jennifer, Hannah, Jamie, and Colin;
several great-grandchildren; as well as several nieces and nephews.
Allison was predeceased by his wife and his parents.

He rested at Brenan’s Funeral Home, Saint John. A Mass of Chris-
tian Burial was celebrated from Holy Redeemer Parish, Saint John.
Interment took place at St. Joseph's Cemetery, Saint John.

McGILLIVRAY, GERARD ANDREW — It is with great sorrow
that we announce the death of Gerard Andrew McGillivray of Saint
John, New Brunswick, more recently of Halifax, Nova Scotia. He
was the loving husband for 75 years of Margaret and father, father-
in-law and grandfather to seven children, a daughter in-law and two
grandsons. Gerry was born in Saint John on June 16, 1923, the son
of the late George and Helen (Dowd) McGillivray, and died at home
in Halifax on March 14, 2021, with his beloved wife at his side and
children nearby.

He is survived by his wife of 75 years, Margaret Graham
McGillivray, son Maurice and daughter-in-law Carol of Halifax, son
Mark of Saint John, daughters Mary of Antigonish, Maureen and
Monica of Toronto, son Michael of Saint John, grandsons Graham
(Nicole) of Edmonton and Andrew of Shanghai, and his sister Claire
McGowan of Saint John. He is also survived by many nieces and
nephews.

He was predeceased by his dear daughter Marta in 1993, and by his
brothers and sisters, Kathleen, Ronald, Bernard, Helen, Carmel, Joseph,
Eileen, Paul, Father Maurice, and Father Gregory.

A Mass of Christian Burial was held on the Cathedral of the Im-
maculate Conception (91 Waterloo Street, Saint John. The mass was
be followed by interment at Saint Joseph’s Cemetery, Saint John.§

(continued from page 11)
just that question: isn’t my solitude already a sufficiently heavy
burden?” he said.

“Jesus himself heard a similar question from Nicodemus, who
asked, “How can a man be born when he is old?” (Jn 3:4). It can
happen, the Lord replies, if we open our hearts to the working of
the Holy Spirit, who blows where he wills. The Holy Spirit whose
freedom is such that goes wherever, and does whatever, he wills.”

Assuring them of their irreplaceable role in society, Pope Francis
continued: “you are needed in order to help build, in fraternity and
social friendship, the world of tomorrow: the world in which we,
together with our children and grandchildren, will live once the
storm has subsided…The Lord’s closeness will grant to all, even
the frailest among us, the strength needed to embark on a new
journey along the path of dreams, memory and prayer.”

The Holy Father concluded by recalling the Great Commission.
“In Matthew’s Gospel, Jesus tells the Apostles, “Go therefore and

Pope Francis institutes World Day of Grandparents and the Elderly
make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the
Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to
observe all that I have commanded you” (28:19-20),” he said.
“These words are also addressed to us today. They help us better
understand that our vocation is to preserve our roots, to pass on
the faith to the young, and to care for the little ones.”

“Think about it: what is our vocation today, at our age? To pre-
serve our roots, to pass on the faith to the young and to care for
the little ones,” the pope concluded. “Never forget this.”

Information and resources for celebrating the World Day for
Grandparents and the Elderly can be found at http://
www.laityfamilylife.va/content/laityfamilylife /en/amoris-laetitia/
iniziative-e-risorse/giornata-mondiale-e-anziani.html)

Natasha Mazerolle is a correspondent for The New Freeman.
She can be reached at natasha@maz-family.com. §



Voice of  the Diocese of  Saint John since 1900. July 2 & 9, 2021Page 16

SAINT JOHN — Reniel Hernandez (centre) receives a Knights of Columbus Council
937 Scholarship from Bernard Cormier (right). The presentation was made at the
Cathedral of the Immaculate Conception in Saint John in the presence of Father
Doug McNeill (left), rector . Mr. Hernandez also received the Cathedral Catholic
Women’s League [CWL] Bursary from Mary Arseneau, CWL president and the
Bishop Connolly Memorial Scholarship from Fr. McNeill. (Submitted photo)

SAINT JOHN — William Sayson (right) receives the
Bishop Connolly Memorial Scholarship from Father
Doug McNeill (left), rector of the Immaculate Heart
Parish in Saint John. Mr. Sayson also received a
Knights of Columbus Council 937 Scholarship
which was presented at the Cathedral by Bernard
Cormier. (Submitted photo)

SAINT JOHN — Last week, the bell was removed from St. John the Baptist
Church in Saint John arrives at the Cathedral of the Immaculate Conception
Church in Saint John. From the booklet on St. John the Baptist Church
published in 1984 for its 100th anniversary, “On July 6, 1884 Bishop
Sweeny blessed the cornerstone, a ceremony which lasted an hour with
nearly 4,000 people in attendance. When it was blessed two altar servers
of the Cathedral, Joseph J. McDermott
and Charles P. J. Carleton (future priests
of the Diocese) rang the Cathedral
bell. Bishop Sweeny is said to have
commented on the thoughtfulness of the
act and announced that the Cathedral
bell, forged in 1852 by J. Murphy
Foundry, Dublin, Ireland would be
installed in St. John the Baptist Church. 
This was done in late December,
1885.” This was the same year that the
chimes were placed in the belfry of the
Cathedral. The bell is bring stored at the
Cathedral until such time that it will be
displayed on the Cathedral grounds.
(Submitted photo)
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